KABARAK UNIVERSITY
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR, RESEARCH, INNOVATION AND OUTREACH

Internal Call for Proposals for University Research Grants 2025

22" January 2025

The Directorate of Research, Innovation, and Outreach in the Division of Academic Affairs and Research
hereby advertises the 2025 call for internal research grant proposals aimed at promoting research activities
within the University. The University has established an internal research fund to support faculty members
with outstanding ideas to undertake research activities that address issues in education, business, religion,
law, information technology, health, environment, energy, arts, and social sciences related to the Kenya
Vision 2030, African Union (AU) Agenda 2063, and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

The objectives of the grants are to promote collaborative multidisciplinary research within the University
and to support the development of solutions in the form of tangible products and services that address the
national research agenda, as outlined in various national vision, strategy, and policy documents.

Eligibility

The grant is open to all Kabarak University Faculty, Librarians, Technicians, and Clinical Staff.

All interested applicants are required to attend a training session themed ""How to Write
Competitive Grant Proposals’™ on 11" t0 13 February 2025 from 3:00 — 5:00 pm.

Applicants will be required to establish multidisciplinary teams with members from at least two
different Schools in the University.

Members of staff with existing grants are welcome to apply. However, if successful, funds will not
be disbursed if the current grant report is not filed before 13t February 2025.

Proposal Guidelines
Interested applicants are requested to submit research proposals that comply with the following guidelines:

1) Cover Page: This should contain the title of the research project and the names, qualifications, and
schools of all members of the research team.

2) Background: This section should provide a comprehensive overview of the existing literature on
the research topic, highlighting the gaps and limitations that the proposed study aims to address.

3) Statement of the Problem: This section should clearly state the research problem and articulate the
research questions or hypotheses that the study seeks to answer.

4) Research Objectives: This section should describe the specific objectives of the proposed study.

5) Justification: This section should provide a compelling rationale for the proposed study,

highlighting its potential contributions to the national research agenda as outlined in various



national vision, strategy, and policy documents, including the Kenya Vision 2030, African Union
(AU) Agenda 2063, and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGSs).

6) Significance: This section should describe the potential impact of the proposed study, including its
potential to address critical societal issues, advance knowledge in the field, and contribute to policy
formulation and implementation.

7) Expected Outcomes: This section should describe the expected outcomes of the proposed study,
including peer-reviewed conference proceedings and research publications.

8) Methodology: This section should describe the research design, data collection and analysis
methods, and any other relevant details on how the proposed study will be conducted.

9) Work Plan: This section should provide a detailed schedule of activities for the proposed study,
including milestones and timelines for each activity.

10) Budget: This section should provide a detailed breakdown of the proposed budget, including all
items necessary to support the proposed methodology and work plan.

11) Budget Justification: This section should provide a detailed justification for all items included in
the proposed budget, including their relevance to the proposed study.

12) References: All references cited in the proposal should conform to APA 7th edition guidelines.

Note that the body of the proposal (excluding the cover page) must not exceed ten pages, and all
proposals must be formatted using Times New Roman, size 12 font, with 1.5 spacing and one-inch
margins on all sides.

Budget Guidelines

The proposed budget must not exceed KES 500,000 and must contain items that clearly support the
proposed methodology and work plan. Travel and subsistence costs must be kept to a minimum and be in
line with the University policies and guidelines. Requests for equipment and materials must be clearly
justified. Purchase of mobile phones, laptops, computers, modems, tablets, routers, and other related ICT
equipment is not supported by this grant. No overhead costs (internet, office space, etc.) are allowed for
this grant. All budget items must be justified and will be evaluated for their relevance to the proposed study
as outlined in the methodology and work plans.

Evaluation and Award Process

All proposals will be subjected to an internal administrative review for adherence to the guidelines
provided. All eligible proposals, after administrative review, will be subjected to an external expert blind
review for scholarly merit and potential contribution to the respective disciplines. All applicants will be
notified of the outcomes of the review, including the reasons for funding or lack thereof, within one month
after the closure of the application period. All successful applicants will be required to conclude and report
on the funded research activity within twelve months of the receipt of the funds. The number of proposals
funded will be determined subject to the availability of funds.

Submission Guidelines

Applicants are required to submit their proposals on the following link, https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1-
haiVZSy3c70QVIzH8_Yy3F vHcfxODXQAXxfVUi3yBU/edit by 13th February 2025.
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